Cranbrook News

Cranbrook Pronertv Owners Association

President’s Message

Hello Neighbors,

It’s been awhile since our last newsletter. We are working to determine a means for
consistently getting a newsletter to you on, at least, a quarterly basis. Usually one of
the major issues in producing a newsletter is the cost. We have been fortunate to have
had two neighbors, Katherine Cage and Brenda Victor, who graciously have volunteered
to layout and produce the newsletter in the past. Because of their services, the cost of
copying has traditionally been our only costs. Changes in their schedules have
precipitated the need to find other options, and as such, we will have to take on more
costs in producing a neighborhood newsletter. But, then, isn’t everything about more
costs?

Since | was elected to the Cranbrook Board of Directors last year, cost has been a major
theme in almost everything that we’ve done (or didn’t do, for that matter). This issue
is amplified by the fact that collection of the annual homeowners’ fees is down quite
significantly. This, in turn, means that we have less money to pay Cranbrook’s ongoing
bills such as the Constable Services, lawn and pool maintenance, as well as utilities.
Because of this, we’ve had to scale back on a number of activities, i.e., National Night
Out, the Christmas Parade and the Easter Egg Hunt. While we have sponsored these
activities, they have had to be on a much smaller scale. Of real concern to me
personally, are the issues of (1) unkempt lawns, (2) trash throughout the neighborhood
(3) lingering disrepair from the hurricane, including blue tarps and fences down; (4)
cars on the lawns and (5) boats in driveways. All of these things affect the appearance
of the neighborhood; discourage potential buyers, and as a result, home values are
reduced. Can you imagine being a potential buyer riding through the neighborhood
seeing all of these things? Would you want to buy a house here? Since the role of the
Board is ultimately to help protect property values, | would like to be more aggressive
in addressing these issues - meaning, | would like to get more of these complaints to our
attorney in a more timely fashion. Again, cost is an issue - mailing letters to
homeowners who are in violation, and then having to turn it over to our attorney when
homeowners don’t respond to our requests, cost money, thus limiting the extent to
which we can enforce deed restriction violations.

The Board of Directors is working to find cost effective strategies to improve the
neighborhood. One of these is the need for volunteers. One group of volunteers has
already begun to re-do the Cranbrook signs. Can you help? This is your neighborhood.
Your house is one of your largest investments. Please help us to make a difference!

Johnnie Williams, President,

Cranbrook Property Owners Association

May 2010
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The Cranbrook Property Owners Association is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles. The publisher assumes no responsibility
for the advertising content within this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser
and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser. Although every effort is made to avoid mistakes and/or misprints,

DISCLAIMER

the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes.

Cranbrook Summer Pool Registration Schedule and Hours of Operation

Closed Mondays for cleaning except for Memorial and Labor Day

May 29 (Saturday)

May 30 (Sunday)

May 31 (Memorial Day)

1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

12:00 noon - 8:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.

Summer Hours beginning June 2 through September 6 (Labor Day):

Tuesday through Saturday:

Sunday:

1:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.
12:00 noon - 8:00 p.m.

Pool season is just around the
corner....

Please look for the signs at the entrances
of the subdivision announcing
registration dates. In order to register,
you will need (1) a picture identification,
(2) proof of age for all minors (less than
18 years of age), as well as (3) proof of
Cranbrook residence for each person
being registered.

The pool will open on Memorial Day
weekend, and each subsequent weekend
thereafter until school closes for the
summer. This year, like last year, the
pool will be open six days a week,
Tuesdays through Sundays, closed on
Mondays for maintenance.

After onsite registration ends, Pool Registration Forms may be mailed to or processed at the

Consolidated Management Services Office listed below:

Susan Franz, Cranbrook POA
2204 Timbeloch, Suite 245
The Woodlands, TX 77380

Please call for additional information.




Pool Reqistration Guidelines

It’s pool registration time! Pplease fill out the registration form included in this

newsletter and bring it with you to registration. You must register all persons on this form
regardless of age. You can register at the pool on any of the following three days:

Saturday May 8 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday May 15 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday May 22 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

After Saturday, May 22nd registration will be processed at the management company’s office.

General Registration Requirements

All homeowner’s assessment fees must be paid in full in order to register for the pool.
At pool registration, we will take cashier’s checks or money orders only for delinquent

homeowners dues. Please note: if you are a renter, check with your landlord to see if
the owner has paid their dues, we are unable to issue pool passes to any ADDRESS that is
delinquent on their dues.

All persons regardless of age must be registered to use the pool. Children under the age of
12 (regardless of swimming ability) will have their names listed on the pool application. Any
child must be accompanied by someone (age 18 or older) while inside the pool gate. THERE
ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE !!

All persons 12 years and older as of May 1, 2010 (born on or before May 1, 1998) must have a
valid 2010 photo ID pool pass to use the pool without adult supervision. Proof of age will be
required at registration for all children under 12 years old who wish to be issued a photo
ID pool pass.

THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE !!

Cranbrook residents who have not registered for the 2010 pool season are not to be
considered guests, nor are they eligible for a Vacation Pass.

Children turning 12 during the summer can be issued a photo ID pool pass any time after their
12" birthday by calling High Sierra Management at (281) 391-7914. PROOF OF AGE IS
REQUIRED.

The 2010 pool passes will be the responsibility of each person.
Lost passes will be replaced at a cost of $20 each.

Please read the pool rules and registration information and fill out the registration form
completely.
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CRANBROOK POOL RULES

No one will be admitted into the pool without proper ID.

Bathing suits required to swim in the pool. No street clothes are allowed in the pool. This includes
gym shorts and t-shirts over bathing suits.

No running or rough play (pushing, dunking, getting on another’s shoulders, splash fights, dog fights,
throwing each other).

Stay off the rope.

Only small floating devices, upon pool manager’s discretion, will be allowed in the pool.
Food and drink permitted in designated picnic areas.

No glass containers or alcoholic beverages allowed in pool area.

No smoking allowed inside the gated pool area.

No chewing gum allowed in the swimming pool.

. No loud music around the pool area.
11.
12.
13.
14.

No pets are permitted inside the gated pool area.
No diving in any shallow end of pool that is less than 5 feet deep.
No swimming in diving area of pool when the diving board is open.

Diving board use is restricted to those who have passed the swimming test. Non-swimmers may not use
the diving board.

Only one person allowed on the diving board at a time.
Dive straight out and not off to the side of the diving board.

Swimmers in the water have the right of way. Those entering the water from the diving board, the side
of the pool or from any stairs must make certain no one is in front of them before entering the water.

There will be a 10-minute rest period every hour for all swimmers.

All children under 12 years of age must be accompanied by an adult at least 18 years of age at all times
while inside the pool gate.

Members who have guests must sign them in and be responsible for them at all times. Guest fees are
$1.00 per guest per day. Cranbrook residents who have not registered for the 2010 pool season are not
considered guests.

No swimming after designated swimming hours, unless special arrangements have been made through
the pool management company recreation director. Anyone caught swimming after hours will be
suspended for the remainder of the summer and have trespassing charges filed against them.

Lifeguards are not responsible for the supervision of the baby pool.

Lifeguards have complete authority at all times under the supervision of the Pool Manager. Southwest
Pool Company reserves the right to deny entry into aquatic facilities should the rules of the facility not
be followed.

All facility users are required to follow all facility rules and policies. Any additional rules deemed
necessary will be enforced by the pool staff for the safety of all patrons.



Cranbrook

Property Owners Association

2010 POOL TAG REGISTRATION

DATE:
NAME: HOME PHONE:
ADDRESS: DAYTIME/CELL:

Circle One: OWNER RENTER
If renting, please provide owner name and address:

MEMBERS REGISTERING FOR THE ABOVE HOUSEHOLD

NAME RELATIONSHIP AGE

In case of emergency, please contact:

Phone:

I, , understand that all members of my household and guests must abide by all rules
posted at the facility. Expulsion from the facility will occur should the rules not be followed.

Signature: Date:

*Only residents in good standing with the Association may receive pool tags and access the facility. Pool ID
usage will be enforced.**

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Cranbrook Property Owners Association
2204 Timbeloch, Suite 245
The Woodlands, TX 77380



George Robinson, Deanna Brown, and James Wright

Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 200
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
May 8, 2010 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Cranbrook Clubhous e
1200 Clear Valley Drive - Houston, TX 77014

~ For Dedicated, Proven Leadership ~

PLEASE VOTE AND RE-ELECT TO THE BOARD
James Wright (#2 on ballot)
Deanna Brown (#4 on ballot)

George Robinson (#5 on ballot)

Remember, We are Committed to the District, Dedicated to Progress.

Early Voting
Monday through Friday
April 26 1 30,2010 and MAY 3 - 4, 2010
8am.tol12p.m.and 1 p.m.to5 p.m.
13955 Beckwith Drive * Houston, TX 77014

This ad is paid for by the committees to re -elect James Wright, Deanna Brow n and George Robinson.

No public funds were expended for this ad.
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g Constable’s Corner “

Hello Neighbors,

It’s spring once again! It is very important that we keep our eyes and ears open for things that are happening in
Cranbrook. We have had vehicles broken into in the neighborhood. Some of these vehicles were not locked and
people are leaving valuables in plain sight in the vehicle. It is important to secure your vehicles, and take your
valuables out of your vehicle when you get out of it. Let’s not give the bad guys an easy target! |am starting to
see more people walking in and around Cranbrook, now that the weather is getting better. If you see something
that does not appear to be normal, please call our dispatch and report it. You are our eyes and ears in the
neighborhood; please help me serve you better. Thanks to everyone and enjoy the springtime weather.

Deputy Steve Dennis
Harris County Pct.4 Constable’s Office
(281)376-3472

How to Protect Your Home While on Vacation

Your Home Sends Signals

According to the National Burglar & Fire Alarm Association (NBFAA), there are some simple steps you can take to
make your home less attractive to would-be burglars. The best way is to combine the list of ideas below with a
professionally installed and monitored electronic security alarm system in your home. Before you leave on your
trip, be sure to:

U Get a trusted friend or relative to "house sit.” Or, make sure your neighbors know your plans.
Have a neighbor pick up your newspapers and your mail for you daily.

Lock all doors and windows, and secure the garage door.

Leave a car parked in the driveway, or ask a neighbor to park in your driveway.

Leave a house key -- and a number where you can be reached -- with a trusted friend or neighbor.

c: [ c: [ [

Use timers to turn lights on and off at certain times, altering lighting patterns, to create an occupied
look.

U0 Leave drapes and shades open as normal. (Closed blinds during the day are a sure sign of an empty house,
plus they allow a burglar to attend to his business unseen by neighbors.)

U0 Arrange to have your lawn mowed.
U0 Be sure your trees and hedges have been trimmed. This gives burglars fewer places to hide.

U Replace any burned-out lights in your yard. Consider upgrading outdoor light fixtures with devices that
have built-in motion detectors, which turn on the lights whenever anyone walks past.

Electronic Security

An electronic security system adds a barrier of protection to your home that is unparalleled. The NBFAA
recommends that consumers purchase systems from its members. NBFAA members are exposed to training,
certification and information that set them apart from the rest. The association recommends calling at least
three companies before selecting an installer. Prices will vary, based on the level of protection and type of
technology used, so be sure to compare apples-to-apples bids on similar systems. Don't forget to factor in
monthly monitoring charges.

The Constable’s office should be notified a few weeks in advance to set up a vacation watch. Please call the
24 hour dispatch (281) 376-3472.



“Pick Up the Pieces”

“Pick Up the Pieces” was a song by the Average White Band (AWB) that topped the charts in the 70’s. Some
might remember this hit back in the day while others will have to go on the internet to find and listen to it. |
want to encourage and challenge all my neighbors of Cranbrook to help “Pick up the pieces” in our
community! The “pieces” that | am referring to is trash or litter. If you take a good look around our
community, you will see that there is more and more trash accumulating along the streets, near the
mailboxes and at the entrances.

| began picking up trash along one of the entrances some years ago as | walked my dog. It used to be that |
would pick up small amounts of trash several times a week. But now it’s a daily occurrence and up to several
bags of trash a day! | also walk through the neighborhood with my wife and we have noticed how much trash
has started to collect along the curbs, at intersections and on the sidewalks. So now | take a bag with me to
pick up some of the trash as we walk. You can imagine how slowing down to pick up trash affects our pace!
But it’s hard to ignore all the litter which includes plastic water bottles, fast food bags and cans. Over the
years | have come across all types of trash including disposable diapers, beer and alcohol containers and even
money! Speaking of money, it appears that a lot of neighbors in Cranbrook buy lotto cards but don’t win
anything based on the number of discarded scratch-off cards | come across!

Research has even been done to show how blighted and deteriorated neighborhoods are associated with
crime. One study that goes back over 40 years ago deals with the “Broken-window” theory. The thought is if
a window in a building or house is broken and left unrepaired, people will conclude that no one cares and
will start breaking more windows and cause additional damage to other parts of the property. The same
concept applies to trash or litter. If trash accumulates on the streets and left untouched, more trash starts
to collect. Eventually, people start leaving bags of trash and other refuse in the area. This theory was
brought home recently when | was in my yard; and | noticed an individual who was walking out of the
neighborhood throw an empty water bottle on the street. | politely explained to the individual that | picked
up trash in the area and was trying to help keep the community clean. He then pointed out that there was
trash in other areas of the community! Thus, his reasoning and response appear to support the “Broken-
window” theory in that no one bothers to pick up trash. So why not just add to it!

There is no one person or organization responsible for cleaning up the streets and other areas in and around
Cranbrook. The City of Houston has a Neighborhood Protection Corps; and on the Houston Police website for
this organization, it states the Corps “Seeks to improve the quality of life in neighborhoods by reducing blight
and substandard living conditions.” While we are about a block or two outside the city limits and located in
Harris County, there are a number of stakeholders or players who have a role in helping to keep the
Cranbrook area clean. These include the area apartment property management, retail store operators,
Metro, City of Houston, Harris County Precinct 4 and other jurisdictions and entities that can contribute to
keeping the community clean.

But it all starts with us! If it doesn’t appear that we care about the condition of our property and
community, how can we expect others to care and respond? The buck starts and stops with us! Property
values have recently been readjusted by the county Appraisal District. If you have received your new annual
appraisal notice, you know what I’'m talking about. The Houston Chronicle just published a list of area
community property values in one of their Sunday editions. Cranbrook was one of many communities that
saw its home values drop. We can’t do a lot about the economy and the whole home mortgage crisis but we
can maintain our properties (owned or leased) and our community.

If you are going to get your mail, walk your dog, jog, bike or work in your yard, look around you. Don’t
always step over or around litter. Also observe and check out what other communities (good or bad) look
like. How does Cranbrook compare? Where do you want it to rank? So, again, let me encourage and challenge
every neighbor to “Pick up the Pieces!”

Christopher Bell, Cranbrook Resident and Former POA President



WHEN TO FERTILIZE

The most important thing you can do for a lawn is to provide it with proper

nutrition. A well-fed, healthy lawn has a better root system to combat heat, cold,
drought, and other stresses.

Most lawns require 4-5 feedings per year. Basically, the first feeding should coincide with the first mowing;
and the last feeding when the grass is done growing for the year. The following is an example of a typical
lawn care program.

Early spring (Februaryt o April) & Lawns wake up hungry from the winter months. A spring feeding
strengthens roots and gets lawns off to a good start before the heavy growing season. In most regions, it is
wise to apply a combination fertilizer with a pre-emergent to control crabgrass.

Late spring/early summer (May to June) 0 At this time grass is actively growing and using up
nutrients, therefore it is important to supply the lawn with a proper feeding designed for this time of year.
Since this also is a time when broadleaf weeds are actively growing, a combination fertilizer with broadleaf
weed control is ideal.

Late summer (July to August) d The hot days of summer result in grass that is stressed by heat,
drought, foot traffic and insects. An application at this time will help your lawn recover from, and combat,
these potential problems. Avoid applying a fertilizer when temperatures are over 90° F.

Early fall (September to October) 0 With cool nights, rainfall and morning dew, this is a great time to
supply the lawn with the nutrients it needs to recover from and repair summer damage. An early fall feeding
is one of the most important of the year.

Late fall/early winter (November to December) 0 A final feeding before the nasty winter months will
strengthen roots and increase nitrogen stores for an early spring green up. At this time of year, roots remain
active for just a couple of weeks when the top growth stops & the energy reserves are stored for the
following spring.

The specific time of day you fertilize your lawn depends on weather conditions, and some fertilizers
shouldn't be applied if rain is in the forecast for 24 hours. You should always read the directions on the back
of the bag carefully before applying any fertilizer.
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About Watering Lawns é(@

As a general rule, most lawns require about one inch of water per week from rain or sprinkling. But many people ask,
"How long should | water to equal one inch?” Well, it depends on your water pressure and the type of sprinkler you
use.

A few tips to keep in mind: It's best to water early in the day. You won't waste water through evaporation, and
watering at night puts your lawn at risk for developing mildew and fungus disease.

Don't give your lawn a light sprinkling. This promotes shallow roots, and it may not even reach the soil, depending on
how much you water.

What To Know About Watering
U0 Know when to water
U Look for these lack-of-water stress signs:
0 Grass turns a silvery blue in areas and, if not watered soon, will turn brown.
U Footprints in lawn. Grass beginning to need water does not spring back after being stepped on.

Footprints remain clearly in the lawn, which indicates that watering is needed.

If the lawn is badly in need of water, you should water it at any time. The best time, however, is early in the day,
rather than evenings, as late watering can encourage the spread of fungus disease.

Measuring water output

An easy way to check your sprinkler output is to use three empty tin cans that are of identical size. Place them at
different distances from the sprinkler, within the sprinkler pattern. Turn on the water for an hour, and then empty
all water into one of the cans. Using a ruler, measure the depth of the water and divide by three. This gives the
amount of water your sprinkler supplies the lawn in one hour.

Watering new seedlings

Improper watering is one of the most common causes for seeding disappointments. The seed bed must be kept moist
to cause grass seed to germinate.

Once seeds begin to sprout, the top inch or so of soil should never be allowed to dry out until the new grass plants
are well established. The tiny seedlings will die if the soil is allowed to dry out. This may mean watering several
times a day — especially in hot or windy weather.

The key is to water new seedlings frequently, not deeply. Using a sprinkler that delivers a fine spray is preferred
over sprinklers that deliver a heavier flow of water.

Coping with watering restrictions

If your community imposes watering restrictions, remember that a little water is better than none. So water
whenever allowed. Following a good season-long fertilizing program helps grass develop a sturdy root system, so the
grass can take full advantage of whatever water is available.
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CRANBROOK PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
2204 Timbeloch, Suite 245
The Woodlands, TX 77380

RESERVATION FORM for 1200 Clear Valley (Clubhouse)

Resident Dues: Current Yes No
Reservation Fee:  Deposit:  $150.00 (Money Order/Cashier ’'s Check)
Rental: $100.00 (Money Order/Personal Check) Total: $250.00
Deposit must be received at least (14) days prior to event. Reservations are not confirmed until all funds are

received. You will be contacted within 24 hours of your rental date, to set up an appointment to obtain the key and

discuss the rental rules.

NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR SMOKING ALLOWED IN THE CLUBHOUSE

Name:
Address:

Email

Telephone: Or:

Requested Date: Confirmed Date:

Hours: From: A.M. P.M. To: A.M. P.M.

You must be out of the building fifteen (15) minutes after your designated checkout time.

NOTE: It is clearly understood that failure to vacate the premises by the respective closing time may
result in the Homeowner losing his/her deposit.

Party Description:

Approximate Number of Guests:

Deposit: Money Order Cashier’s Check Date Paid:
Rental: Money Order Check # Date Paid:
Refund: $ Check #: Date Paid:

Cranbrook HOA / Clubhouse Representative

Management Representative




CRANBROOK PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
APPROVAL REQUEST FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS OR MODIFICATIONS

It is required that any homeowner considering improvement to their property must make applications to the ACC for approval. Any improvement
which would alter the existing architectural plan of the property must be submitted to the committee. Said request must be submitted prior to
commencing these improvements.

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM IN COMPLETE DETAIL

OWNERS NAME: PHONE:
ADDRESS:

EMAIL: (HOME) (WORK)
Briefly describe the improvements to be made (Attach sketch if necessary):

Who will perform the work?

Construction Start Date:

Location of improvements: (Front of house, back of house, patio, side of house, garage, etc.)

Please attach a list of materials to be used including samples of colors of paints or stains to be used.

| understand that CRANBROOK PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION ARCHITECTURAL CONTR®IL aCiQibtiv
this request as quickly as possible. | agree not to begin improvements until the Committee notifies me.

Signature of Homeowner

Mail to:

CRANBROOK PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
2204 Tnberloch, Suite 245 ALL WORK MUST BE COMPLETED
TheWoodlands, TX 77380 WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS

Office 281.296.9775  Fax: 281.296.9788

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: DATE RECEIVED
Approval/Disapproved:

Chairman ACC/Date
Approval/Disapproved:

President, Cranbrook Property Owners Association/ Date

Your request (has / has not) been approved. You ( may / may not ) commence construction.
Revised February 2005




